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Methodology of application of criteria for evaluation of project applications
	Name of the operational programme
	Growth and employment

	Number and name of the priority axis
	1. Research, technological development and innovation

	Number and name of the specific objective 
	1.1.1. To increase the research and innovation capacity of scientific institutions of Latvia and their ability to attract external funding by investing in human resources and infrastructure 
Measure 1.1.1.1 “Industry-Driven Research”

	Type of selection of project applications
	Open selection of project applications

	Responsible authority
	Ministry of Education and Science


General rules for applying the criteria used for evaluating project applications:
1. The reference to the location of the information needed to evaluate a project application against the criterion in the project application (in the project application form, its annexes and additional documents to be submitted) is indicative; if the information is not available in the indicated place, the entire project application and its annex should be reviewed in full.
2. When evaluating the compliance of project applications with evaluation criteria, only the information available in the project application (in the project application form and annexes) should be taken into account. The evaluation cannot be based on assumptions or other information which cannot be checked or proved, or which is not applicable to the specific project application. However, if the assessor has access to any information which can affect the evaluation of the project, specific facts and sources of information should be indicated to support and prove the information provided by the assessor. 
3. When evaluating project applications, attention should be paid as to whether the information provided in the project application form is harmonised in all the sections of the project application form in which it is mentioned. If the information in sections of the project application form is not harmonised, a rule should be set stating that an additional explanation needs to be provided with regard to the criterion, to which this mismatch is applicable. 
4. The evaluation of project applications uses: 
a) Operational programme “Growth and Employment” and annexes to the operational programme;
b) Cabinet of Ministers Regulations “Rules of implementation of measure 1.1.1.1 “Industry-Driven Research” of specific objective 1.1.1 “To increase the research and innovation capacity of scientific institutions of Latvia and their ability to attract external funding by investing in human resources and infrastructure”, held by the EU funds operational programme “Growth and Employment” (hereinafter referred to as the CM Regulations on the Measure);
	
3. QUALITY CRITERIA

	Evaluation system

	
	Maximum score to be obtained and scoring procedure
	Minimum score required
	Explanation of determination of eligibility

	3.1. Research quality

	· Clarity and compliance of project goals with the goals and priorities of Latvia’s Smart Specialization Strategy (hereinafter referred to as RIS3). 
	5
(weight – 0.5) 
(If the project application does not intend the research to be interdisciplinary, the maximum score to be obtained is 4.5 points. Evaluation unit – 0.5 points)
	4
	I
There should be an explanation of the main idea and assumptions of the submitted project.
The goal/-s
 must be clearly defined, measurable (practical results and their numerical values, the presence or absence of which should be detected at the end of the research, are clearly identified) and must actually be achieved during the implementation of the project. The goal/-s must be harmonised with the achieved project result and the intended use and impact of the project. 
The project application should state and explain the compliance of the project goal:
· with any of the three national economy transformation axes defined in RIS3: (1) The change of production and export structure in the traditional sectors of the economy; (2) The sectors of future growth, where products and services with a high added value exist or could appear; (3) Sectors with a significant horizontal impact on and contribution to the transformation of the economy
;
· In at least one or more growth priorities (see description of growth priorities in Annex 1 of this methodology).
The Ministry of Education and Science will publish an analytical description of smart specialisation areas and an explanation of their contribution to the implementation of directions of transformation of the national economy and growth priorities defined in RIS3. This material should be used as an aid document in the selection and implementation of project applications within the framework of RIS3 programmes. The experts included in the European Commission’s (hereinafter referred to as EC) database of experts, who will be selected to carry out a scientific evaluation of project applications, should read it. 
II
The project application must clearly identify the theory and scientific methodology that will be used during the implementation of the research. It must be clearly linked to the work plan, which details the stages of the work process and the work to be carried out during each stage, defines results and interim results (including mid-term results) to be achieved, and the time schedule. The plan must demonstrate complementarity between activities, meaning that the individual stages of the research sequentially follow one another. Defining complementarity between activities clearly demonstrates that activities do not overlap and have no gaps, allowing for a greater probability of achieving the planned results during the planned implementation of the project. The description of the project’s work plan must provide information with the degree of detail needed to confirm the compliance of the activities being implemented with the selected scientific methodology, and the continuity and complementarity of the activities, including in relation to other research projects (if applicable).
It must be unambiguously clear that the selected methodology will allow for the achievement of the expected results of the research. The methods used must be identified for each specific stage and individually based on the defined work plan.
Each specific stage must clearly identify which research categories are intended to be implemented within the project, observing the rules of paragraph 8 of the Cabinet of Ministers (hereinafter referred to as CoM) Regulations for the Activity. The project application must state whether the intended research will be fundamental or industrial and whether it will include experimental development, whilst also providing a reference to the planned technology readiness level. The evaluation of the methodology and the approach must also be linked to the research category being implemented within the project. It should be evaluated whether the selected methods and approaches meet the implementation principles of fundamental research, industrial research or experimental development.
Definition: Fundamental research means experimental or theoretical work undertaken primarily to acquire new knowledge of the underlying foundations of phenomena and observable facts, without any direct commercial application or use in view. (The definition is laid down in Article 2(84) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014).
Definition: Industrial research means planned research or critical investigation, with the goal of acquiring new knowledge and skills for developing new products, processes or services or for bringing about a significant improvement in existing products, processes or services. It involves the creation of components of complex systems, and may include the construction of prototypes in a laboratory environment or in an environment with simulated interfaces of existing systems as well as of pilot lines, when necessary for the industrial research and notably for generic technology validation. (The definition is laid down in Article 2(85) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014).
Definition: Experimental development means acquiring, combining, shaping and using existing scientific, technological, business and other relevant knowledge and skills with the aim of developing new or improved products, processes or services. This may also include, for example, activities aiming for the conceptual definition, planning and documentation of new products, processes or services. (The definition is laid down in Article 2(86) of Commission Regulation No 651/2014).
The type of research can be determined by its technology readiness level:
1. Fundamental research: 
· TRL 1 – Inquired laws of nature: scientific research results allow for the initiation of applied research and development works.
2. Industrial research:
· TRL 2 – Concept of practical application of technology is formulated. 
· TRL 3 – Experimental verification of a concept: research and development is initiated (analytical / laboratory research) to validate predictions of technological components. 
· TRL 4 – Validation of technology in laboratorial environment: basic technological components are integrated to establish whether they will work together in a laboratorial environment.
3. Experimental development:
· TRL 5 – Validation of technology in simulated environment: technological components are integrated with reasonably realistic supporting elements so the technology can be tested in a simulated environment.
· TRL 6 – Demonstration of technology in simulated environment: the system model or prototype is tested in a simulated environment.
· TRL 7 – System prototype demonstration in an operational environment: a system prototype that matches or is minimally different from the planned system is tested in an actual operational environment. 
· TRL 8 – The system is completed and qualified: the technology has been proven to work in its final form and under expected conditions (last technology development level).
The research application must justify its choice of research implementation approach (alternative), taking into account the optimal and most effective research implementation alternative to get a desirable result and to provide scientifically proven information. The research application confirms that the selected research and the methodology used in its implementation is the most optimal and the goal/-s and result/-s using this approach are reachable. 
Definition: An alternative is one of several potential research methodologies which exclude one another. “Research methodology” means the rules observed when forming a scientific theory, which includes the following phases: problem definition, verification that the research is topical, selection of research methods and their arrangement in a specific system. Research methodologies can be used to obtain the expected result and to provide scientifically sound information.
III
Paragraph 24 of the CoM Regulations for the Activity sets out the following one or more research results expected from projects: 
1) Original scientific articles that will be submitted for publication:
· in magazines or volumes of conference articles, whose citation index reaches at least 50 percent of the average citation index in the sector (the calculation of the average citation index can be found here: http://www.lzp.gov.lv/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=501&Itemid=127):
· in magazines or volumes of conference articles included in Web of Science or SCOPUS (A or B) databases;
2) Technology rights;
3) Intellectual property licence agreements;
4) New product or new technology prototype;
5) New treatment and diagnostic methods (including non-commercialised method), which supplement the above mentioned results;
6) Other project results (including data), according to the specifics of the research, which supplement the above mentioned results. In terms of the national economy, the quality and impact of these will be evaluated by experts.
Results should match the selected research category (fundamental, industrial research or experimental development, including taking into account whether several research categories are intended to be implemented within the project according to the rules defined in Paragraph 8 of the CoM Regulations of the Activity)
 and the related research stages planned in the project.
The research application must justify the scientific value of the research results, and the extent to which they innovate and meet the needs of the specific sector of the national economy. The application must mention the extent to which the research results compare with existing products, processes and services and best practices at the moment of submitting the research application: 
· The project application must describe what progress is expected in the research result compared to the identified situation. The application must also describe the number of positive changes expected compared to the original situation, and must include a comparison against analogues and parameters in the target market for the research results and other aspects supporting the topicality of developing the research;
· The project application must include a comparison of the analogues and parameters of development in the market: functional characteristics, type of application, technical specification, components, materials, software, local market price or cost;
· The project application must state the positive changes the results of the specific research will implement in the partner company or in the sector in general compared to the so-called zero alternative;
· The justification for ensuring the compliance of the project with the needs of the specific sector of the national economy must provide a clear link to the opinion of the sectoral association (or a professional organisation in the defined exceptional cases) as to the significance of the planned research for the development of the specific sector or merchant.  
The project application must demonstrate how necessary data will be obtained and analysed. 
When justifying the economic impact of the planned project, the research category implemented within the framework of the project (and its degree of uncertainty) should be taken into account, along with the science industry/-ies in which the research and its specific results are planned to be achieved. 
Social and humanitarian science sectors play a significant role in cross-sectoral matters, making a contribution to the resolution of complex public problems. The integration of social and humanitarian sciences into research ensures a higher pay-off to the community from investments into science and technology. Research projects should take such sectors into account, as well as the social, economic, behavioural, institutional, historical and/or cultural aspects of the applied social matter.
The integration of the socioeconomic dimension in the drafting, development and implementation of the research plan and new technologies may help to find solutions for public problems. Depending on the planned topic of the research, the success of social and humanitarian science industry contributions may require cooperation among different sub-sectors of social and humanitarian sciences or other scientific sectors, especially natural and engineering sciences.
Interdisciplinarity in the implementation of the study is evaluated as an advantage. Research is qualified as interdisciplinary, if the theories, notions, knowledge, data and techniques used in the research come from two or more science sectors, including by integrating the study of social and cultural aspects in technology development projects. Interdisciplinarity makes a contribution to the development of fundamental knowledge or the resolution of complex problems, whilst also facilitating the involvement of several/ different participants in the research and innovation process.
If the project application provides for interdisciplinarity, the project may apply for the maximum score – 5 points. If the project application does not intend the research to be interdisciplinary, the maximum score to be obtained is 4.5 points.
Interdisciplinarity (if any is planned) must be explained and justified in the project application by providing information about the sectors and the institution/-s it will ensure cooperation with. The project application must describe theoretical and methodological qualities in all related disciplines. A justification must be provided for the significance of the described interdisciplinarity, its added value and its contribution to the achievement of planned, high quality results. 

	· Justification of the research approach (selected alternatives), incl. theoretical and practical. 
	
	
	

	· Scientific value of research results, innovation level and compliance for ensuring the needs of the specific sector of national economy, including the level of analogues of existing products, processes and services and best practices in the respective area.
	
	
	

	· Efficiency and quality of the scientific methodology of the research and the related work plan, including the quality of interdisciplinary approach of the research (if any is planned) and complementarity of planned activities with other research.
	
	
	

	· Clarity of research results and compliance with the stages of the research defined in the work plan.
	
	
	

	If the assessment of criterion 3.1 does not score at least 4 points, the project application is evaluated with “The project application is rejected”.

	3.2. ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL IMPACT

	· Social and economic impact of the planned results of the research on the implementation of the national economy’s transformation strategy and priorities, as defined in RIS3.
	5
(weight – 0.3) Evaluation unit – 0.5 points
	3.5
	I
The application must clearly indicate the social and economic impact that will be provided by the result/-s of the planned research, in accordance with the strategy to transform the national economy and its growth priorities, as defined in RIS3 (a description of the RIS3 growth priorities and problems to be resolved are included in Annex 1 of this methodology). 
The justification of the social and economic impact must provide a clear link to the opinion of the sectoral association (or a professional organisation in the defined exceptional cases) attached to the project application. Their conclusion must state the significance of the planned research for the development of the specific sector or market.
If the expert included in the EC database (who will provide a quality assessment of the project), partially takes into account the content of the sector’s conclusion about the significance and impact of the research, he/she should include a respective justification.
The project application must describe and justify how specific results that are planned within the project will make a contribution to the resolution of the problem/-s defined in the RIS3 growth priorities (one or more), justifying the predicted use of the results in respective sectors/markets and the impact they will have on potentially improving performance indicators.
When evaluating the social and economic impact of projects, the highest score should be awarded to the project in which planned research results will make the highest contribution to the Latvian economy, incl. public benefit. 
The assessment is made based on the information indicated in the application and the sector representative’s opinion. 
If the research aims to provide a knowledge base and human capital assets, it should be explained how the knowledge or human capital assets obtained as a result of the research are related to any of the smart specialisation areas or the strategy for transforming the national economy.  
The Ministry of Education and Science will publish an analytical description of smart specialisation areas and an explanation of their contribution to the implementation of the national economy’s transformation strategy and growth priorities, as defined in RIS3. This material should be used as an aiding document in the selection and implementation of project applications within the framework of RIS3 programmes. The scientific experts that will be selected to carry out a scientific evaluation of project applications should read it. 
The assessment of social and economic impact takes into account which scientific categories the research plans to implement (and the degree of their uncertainty), as well as whether the project is or is not related to economic operations.
If the research applicant has no specific collaboration partner or a representative of the research contracting authority, the application must identify the specific sector/-s of national economy (indicating a NACE 2 code), the development of which the results of the research will contribute.
The application must identify the existence and the extent of the demand there is for the planned result in the markets of Latvia, Europe or the wider world. In addition, it should be envisaged that the result/-s achieved by this research will contribute to the competitiveness of the identified sector in Latvia, as well as in Europe and globally.
II
The project application must provide information about the mechanism for distributing research results, and must indicate whether there are plans to carry out a transfer of knowledge and technology. 
Potential knowledge management (information distribution) mechanisms are:
· free access to research data by any interested person;
· scientific articles;
· publications (for example, monographs, articles in volumes of articles, newspapers, etc.);
· strengthening of intellectual property rights;
· intellectual property licence agreements;
· spin-off (up);
· mobility of human capital assets;
· other additional measures (website of the research; lectures, discussions, cycles of lectures or discussions, cooperation with mass media, etc.).
If information flow restrictions are anticipated (for example, the strengthening of industrial property rights, researchers become affected by the principle of non-disclosure, fair competition rules or commercial secret laws), they must be stipulated in the project application. 
Anticipated research results must affect the defined and identified sector. The application must inform how the information about the defined research results will affect the scientific institution (and the merchant – if applicable), the sector and the community.
The research application must describe the sustainability of the research after the completion of the research.
Types of sustainability can be:
· Financial sustainability, which is the financial resources available to the project implementer in order to continue project activities after the completion of the project. If the project applicant has no such resources, then it provides an explanation based on previous experience as to how one attracts such resources from other financial sources; 
· Institutional sustainability, which is the human resources available to the project implementer in order to continue the activities initiated after the completion of the project. The project applicant justifies the structures established within the framework of the project, including attracted employees, trained specialists, purchased equipment or other project results that will be maintained after the completion of the project. A description is provided, detailing who will inherit the project results and the acquired experience/ knowledge (and in what way this will take place);
Sustainability also means the transfer and use of research results to ensure the needs of the target audience – scientific institution, merchant or community.
It must be indicated whether and how the research results will be maintained after completion of the research. 
It should be described how the product, process or service created as a result of the research will be implemented in the operation process of the collaboration partners (merchant) developing innovations which are in demand in the market of Latvia, Europe or the world (if applicable). 
It should be envisaged how the planned result/-s of the research will contribute to the competitiveness of the applicant’s scientific institution or merchant. The level of competitiveness should be defined at the local level. 
The research application must stipulate whether and how cooperation with the project collaboration partner (a Latvian or foreign scientific institution or merchant) will continue after the completion of the research.
In addition, it should be evaluated whether the research intends to develop or implement an eco-innovative technology.
Definition: Eco-innovation is any form of novelty or innovation (new product, service, process, management method), which contributes to more efficient use of resources or environmental protection.


	· Potential impact of distributing planned research results and transferring measures (including transfer of knowledge or technology), ensuring the development needs of the project applicant, the collaboration partner (if applicable), the national economy and the community.
	
	
	

	· Sustainability of planned research results, which is justified by the implementation of research development in the provision or production of services.
	
	
	

	· Contribution of the research to the promotion of long-term cooperation with a collaboration partner (a Latvian or foreign scientific institution or merchant) (if applicable).
	
	
	

	· Contribution of the research to the development and implementation of eco-innovative technologies (if applicable).
	
	
	

	If the assessment of criterion 3.2 does not score at least 3.5 points, the project application is evaluated with “The project application is rejected”.

	3.3. Quality and efficiency of implementation

	· Qualifications and experience of personnel (including the scientific advisor) involved in the implementation of the research, quality of the project team (implementer and partner of the research (if applicable)), including the balance and complementarity of partnership.
	5
(weight – 0.2)
	3
	I
The project application must accurately identify all the science employees that possess a scientific degree who are involved in the implementation of the research. The application must also include their curriculum vitae (CV), which describes their scientific and professional qualification and experience and which certifies the professionalism of each person and his/her matching the intended duties: 
· Must include up to five references (links to databases, for example, SCOPUS or WoS) to respective publications, registered technology rights, developed product/ technology prototypes, or other achievements which are applicable to the content of the applied research and can certify the competence and experience of the researcher; 
· Must list and briefly describe up to five projects or other proper activities which are related to the topic of the applied research and can certify the competence and experience of the researcher.  
There should be an explanation as to why the specific person has been selected for the performance of the specific task/-s. 
! If the research plans to employ PhD or MA students (or in individual cases – those in bachelor or college programmes), their number must be indicated (it is not necessary to indicate the names of the students and to attach their CVs). It is necessary to plan the scope of the work and the payment given to students as full-time equivalents. 
! In addition, it is evaluated whether the scientific group involves and to what extent it involves (in terms of full-time equivalent) young scientists. If several project applications are awarded with the same score, the project with a higher level of involvement of young scientists as FTE is preferred.
The involvement of students in the research envisages that PhD or MA students (or in individual cases – those in bachelor or college programmes) are employed during the implementation of the research.  
The purpose of involving PhD or MA students in the research is to promote the renewal and supplementation of scientific personnel and the involvement of young scientists in research.
II
In the case of collaborative research, the project application describes the breakdown of activities to be implemented by partners in two main categories – the performance of the work process and the administration of the work process. The awareness of these two categories is significant for the implementation of qualitative research. The allocation of partner functions should be reflected in the work plan of the project.
! It should be indicated how the activities of collaboration partners are complementing one another, whilst excluding overlapping or redundancy.
The project application must describe the organisational and decision making structure (including the list of interim results to be achieved). It should be explained why the proposed organisational structure and the decision-making mechanism match the complexity and scope of the project.
It should be stated who takes decisions in certain matters, for example, in the research process management, the redistribution and supervision of the flow of funding, etc.
It should be described (where applicable) how an effective technology transfer innovation management will be implemented in the management structure and work plan. 
Definition: Innovation management is a process that requires understanding market needs and technical problems with the aim of successfully implementing respective creative ideas. A new or improved product, service or process is a typical outcome of this process. 
The research application must include information about the resources necessary to ensure project implementation and the achievement of results. The description of the work plan of the project must provide information with the degree of detail needed to justify the resources necessary for the implementation of the stages of the research, and quantitative information should be included to improve the management of the research implementation progress.
The resources which will be used at each stage of the research should be listed, and their source and type of attraction should be indicated.
In addition, it should be stated whether there is an intention to involve third parties in the implementation of the project, and whether their resources will be used:
· whether the project applicant or cooperation partner (if applicable) plans to conclude sub-agreements with service providers on the performance of individual tasks (if yes, describe activities and justify the transfer of their performance to third parties);
· whether the project applicant or cooperation partner (if applicable) will be provided with linked enterprises (according to the definition provided in Article 3(3) of Commission Regulation No. 651/2014) as part of the activities being implemented (if there are such plans, provide a description of the linked enterprise and its link to the project applicant/ cooperation partner, and justify the activities in which there are plans to transfer);
· whether the project applicant or collaboration partner (if applicable) plans to use contributions of third parties in kind (if there are such plans, a description of third parties and their contribution should be provided).
The research application must include the plan to distribute and transfer the results. The plan mentioned during the project implementation, when needed, should be updated in the mid-term and final report, including by indicating implemented and planned activities related to the distribution and transfer of results. 
! A detailed plan of research costs (incl. in XLS file format ensuring the traceability of calculations) must be provided, including calculations of personnel wages. Wage calculations must state the number of persons, the number of hours and the wage rate according to equivalent work rates defined in the payment procedure.
An available research infrastructure should be identified, which will be used in the implementation of the research.
! Within the scope of the funding quota as defined in the selection regulations, certain priorities are apparent. In the case of an equal score, a project application is preferred if it aims to implement research which was submitted to the EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation Horizon 2020 and was assessed above the quality threshold, but has not received funding for project implementation (if there are several such projects, a project will be preferred if it was included on the list of backup projects, if applicable). 
The project application should state that the planned research and its results will contribute to further cooperation between the institution of the research applicant and the research partner institution after the completion of the project.
! The division of intellectual property rights arising from the activities performed within the framework of the project, between collaboration partners must be stated (if applicable).
! If two or more research applications receive an equal score, then one project may be supported as a priority if:
· it was submitted for the EU Framework Programme for Research and Innovation Horizon 2020, was assessed above the quality threshold, but has not received funding for the implementation of the project (if there are several such projects, that project will be preferred, which was included on the list of backup projects, if applicable);
· it was submitted with a higher level of young scientists involved as FTE;
· it has attracted higher private funding.


	· Involvement of students in the implementation of the research (if applicable).
	
	
	

	· Cooperation quality – the allocation of partner functions and responsibility, their contribution to technology transfer (when applicable). 
	
	
	

	· Compliance of the allocation of resources (financial resources, personnel, research infrastructure) and timetable to the research risks.
	
	
	

	· Compliance of the management system of resources and results with research goal/-s, including quality management and risk management.
	
	
	

	· Anticipated impact of the research on further collaborations with the research applicant institution and the research partner institution (if applicable).
	
	
	

	If the assessment of criterion 3.3 does not score at least 3 points, the project application is evaluated with “The project application is rejected”.


	4. QUALITY CRITERIA FOR HORIZONTAL PRIORITIES
	Impact of the criterion on decision-making

	Evaluation system

	
	
	Maximum score to be obtained and scoring procedure
	Minimum score required
	Explanation of determination of eligibility

	4.1.
	A green procurement process is intended to be applied in project implementation
	The criterion is not exclusive

	1 
	n/a
	The criterion is not exclusive.
The submitted project gets one point if the project submitter indicates that, when implementing the project, at least one public procurement procedure during the implementation of the project will use Green Public Procurement (GPP) principles, and that the documentation of procurement procedures (selection criteria, evaluation criteria, technical specifications in the regulations) will use a GPP according to total GPP criteria developed by the EC and applicable to the project.
The main criteria of the GPP can be viewed here:  http://ec.europa.eu/environment/gpp/eu_gpp_criteria_en.htm. 
The submitted project gets 0 points if the applicant does not indicate that, when implementing the project, at least one public procurement procedure during the implementation of the project will use Green Public Procurement principles according to the laws and regulations regulating the application of Green Procurement. 


Notes:
P –
Criterion to be updated, if the criterion is not met, the cooperation authority takes a decision on the approval of the project application provided that if the project applicant ensures complete compliance with the criterion during the time and according to the procedure defined in the decision;
N –
Criterion not to be updated, if the criterion is not met, the cooperation authority takes a decision on the rejection of the project application;
V – One proper criterion is applied;
S – All proper criteria are applied (by summing up the points awarded to them).
In the evaluation of quality criteria, the science expert applies an evaluation approach according to the practice evaluating Horizon 2020 projects: “0 points – The proposal does not meet the reviewed criterion or it cannot be evaluated due to missing or incomplete information (unless there was an ‘evident transcription error’); 1 point – Weak: the criterion is insufficiently resolved or the application has serious shortcomings; 2 points – Satisfactory: the application generally meets the criterion, but significant shortcomings are observed in it; 3 points – Good: the application meets the criterion well, however, there are several shortcomings; 4 points – Very good: the application meets the criterion very well, but there are a few shortcomings; 5 points – Excellent: the application successfully meets all the aspects of the specific criterion; if there are shortcomings, they are insignificant.” 
According to the expert’s evaluation form, the expert justifies the awarded number of points.
� The weight of criteria is as follows:


Excellence – 50%;


Impact – 30%;


Implementation – 20%.


� The goal is a comprehensive task, which includes the entire sense of the work. The goal can be formulated as “exploring”, “learning”, “finding”.


� According to RIS3, sectors with considerable horizontal impact and contribution to the transformation of the national economy are sectors which serve as a basis for development of new, innovation-based comparative advantages: (1) innovative energy efficiency solutions and technologies; (2) development of information and communication technologies; (3) improvement of education system; (4) increasing the capacity of science, technology development and innovation; (5) facilitation of balanced development of territories.


� In the case of industrial research and experimental developments, the implementer of the research may set restrictions for the process of distributing information.


� Source of the definition: Enterprise Europe Network Latvia (b.g.) Eco-innovations. Viewed online: � HYPERLINK "http://www.een.lv/pakalpojumi/es-atbalsta-programmas/eiropas-kopienas-programmas/eco-inovacijas" \h �http://www.een.lv/pakalpojumi/es-atbalsta-programmas/eiropas-kopienas-programmas/eco-inovacijas� 
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